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JEWELRY DESIGNER TEMPLE ST. CLAIR CARR'S GUIDE
TO PARIS

For the Paris debut of her couture collection at the Musée des Arts Décoratifs, New
York–based jewelry designer Temple St. Clair Carr spends a blissful week living and
working in the City of Light
Text by Temple St. Clair Carr
VIEW SLIDESHOW
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M

favorite
trips
always

involve a mission—
whether there’s a job to
do or I’m taking an
exploratory,
inspirational journey—
and this past January
offered an ideal
situation: I was invited
to Paris to show my
first haute couture
jewelry collection,
Mythical Creatures
from the Golden
Menagerie, during a
presentation at the
Musée des Arts
Décoratifs, which is
located within the
Louvre. I spent three
years working on this
series, collaborating
with my dear friend
decorative painter
Nancy Lorenz and my

Temple St. Clair Carr showing her couture line at Paris's Musée des Arts
Décoratifs.
Photo: Mathieu Ferrier

Florentine goldsmiths. Of all the places to exhibit this singular work, where else but in Paris,
at the Louvre!
Months of preparation led up to the expedition. My husband and business partner, Paul
Engler, and I pored over the layout of the museum’s Salon des Boiseries, where the event
would be held, and worked with Geoff Howell Studio in New York to devise the displays.
Eager to be able to discuss my work articulately in French, I hired a tutor to help polish my
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language skills. I finally learned the subtle differences between the jewelry terms bijou,
joaillerie, and joyau—the last word indicating the most precious pieces and definitely the mot
juste for my latest creations. My teacher also corrected me when I said “Musée des Arts
Décoratifs”; the French simply call it “Les Arts Déco.”
Every time I arrive in Paris, I am awed by its monumentality and exquisite sky. The city holds
a place of great affection for me, since it’s where I got engaged almost two decades ago, and
over the years I’ve found many ways to “work” there. My favorite still-life photographer,
Mitchell Feinberg, was for a long time an American in Paris, and I would often schedule our
shoots at his studio in the Marais. On these trips Paul and I would usually bring along our
young sons.
Our customary place to stay in the neighborhood was—and still is—the Hôtel Bourg Tibourg,
a hidden gem that feels like an exclusive club. The street it’s on is short but rich in offerings,
from L’Artisan Parfumeur, where I like to mix custom scents, to the hip clothing store
Anatomica. My sons loved to visit the Musée Picasso Paris (it has just been beautifully
renovated, by the way). Then we’d head to the Jardin des Tuileries for a bounce on the
discreetly placed trampolines—a best-kept secret for airing out museum-weary children.
But now, for this wintry week in Paris, I wanted to live as if I worked at the Louvre. Paul and I
chose to stay just across the Seine at the Hôtel Montalembert, in an eighth-floor mansard
suite with views of the Eiffel Tower. With its minimalist chic and accommodating staff, the
Montalembert makes you feel both stylish and right at home. And for my walking commute to
the Louvre, the location couldn’t have been better.
On the way to work in the mornings, we would stop for a quick café crème and tartine at one
of my standbys, La Palette, or at Le Nemours (+33-1-42-61-34-14), a Louvre-staffer haunt.
Each evening, we dined at a different brasserie with an evolving international group of
friends, family, and colleagues. On our first night we chose Le Petit Lutetia (+33-1-45-4833-53), a cozy place done in classic 1920s style. There we tucked into a variety of old
standards—trays of amandes de mer clams, soft omelettes with truffles, and brandade de
morue.
Another highlight came on the night of the exhibition, when we celebrated at Vagenende, a
favorite of one of the museum’s curators. Among the city’s oldest and most authentic
brasseries, Vagenende transports you to the Belle Epoque with its grand Art Nouveau
flourishes, including a glorious stained-glass ceiling. I feasted on oysters and Dover sole,
while my more carnivorous friends devoured their steak tartares.
After spending so much time in my own wing of Les Arts Déco, I wanted to get to know the
museum’s other galleries, which are mostly organized chronologically from the Middle Ages
to the present. Among the period rooms, the re-creation of Jeanne Lanvin’s apartment made
me long for a replica of her forest relief—complete with deer, birds, and lush foliage—while
the brilliant backdrops of her bedroom and sitting room had me dreaming of Lanvin-blue
walls.
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Another special visit was a trip to the Musée Nissim de Camondo, at the edge of the Parc
Monceau. The former home of the 20th-century art collector Moïse de Camondo, it’s filled
with splendid examples of 18th-century French furniture and decorative objects. Being a
Southern girl, I particularly swooned over the china pantry stocked with Sèvres porcelain
hand-painted with birds of different species, all inspired by the illustrations of explorers and
naturalists of the day.
In the afternoons, as I returned from work, I would wander the streets of Saint-Germain,
which are packed with smart shops and impeccably curated galleries. On this trip I discovered
a new go-to showroom, Galerie Jean David Botella (+33-9-60-46-79-08). I am always on
the lookout for Line Vautrin’s work, and Botella had an extensive collection of her mirrors—
not to mention a stunning pair of Giacometti chairs and a flock of Lalanne sheep. Across the
street, at the boutique Isabelle Subra Woolworth (+33-1-43-54-57-65), I unearthed an
array of Vautrin necklaces and bracelets, along with many other treasures.
On our last full day in Paris, we headed to the Musée de la Chasse et de la Nature, which
features works on the subject of animals and hunting by artists from Cranach to Brueghel to
Rubens. Set in two adjoining hôtels particuliers, this fascinating museum feels like a private
home, and its rooms and passages are organized around different themes, such as falconry,
with taxidermy birds and a display of decorated hoods, and dogs, with portraits of beloved
canine companions and a cabinet of engraved silver collars. For lunch afterward, we stopped
at Les Philosophes and ordered the daily special with a glass of Sancerre.
The next morning, before catching our flight home, Paul and I went for a walk in the Jardin
du Luxembourg, which is lovely even in grayest winter, then enjoyed a delicious lunch at
Semilla (+33-1-43-54-34-50), a creative farm-to-table spot that’s a total departure from the
classic brasseries. A brisk promenade through a masterpiece of urban landscape design
followed by an inviting, inventive meal—it was the perfect closure to an extraordinary week in
the City of Light.
See more of Temple St. Clair Carr's favorite spots in Paris.

This article was published in the May 2015 issue.
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BRAD & ANGELINA'S

INSIDE RICHARD GERE'S
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HAMPTONS HOME

ROOM

ON THE MARKET

Powered By ZergNet
© 2015 CONDÉ NAST. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
USE OF THIS SITE CONSTITUTES ACCEPTANCE OF OUR USER AGREEMENT (EFFECTIVE 1/2/2014) AND PRIVACY POLICY (EFFECTIVE 1/2/2014)
YOUR CALIFORNIA PRIVACY RIGHTS
THE MATERIAL ON THIS SITE MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED, DISTRIBUTED, TRANSMITTED, CACHED OR OTHERWISE USED, EXCEPT WITH THE PRIOR
WRITTEN PERMISSION OF CONDÉ NAST.
AD CHOICES

http://www.architecturaldigest.com/ad/travel/2015/temple-st-clair-carr-paris-travel-guide-article.print

4/4

